[Clinical study of the sentinel lymph node of patients with laryngeal and hypopharyngeal carcinomas].
To investigate the methods of detecting the sentinel lymph node of laryngeal and hypopharyngeal carcinomas and its predictive value in the cervical metastasis of the carcinoma. In 29 patients who suffered from laryngeal or hypopharyngeal carcinoma with NO neck, the patent blue was injected into the surrounding tissue of the tumor during the operation to identify the sentinel lymph nodes. The sentinel lymph nodes were dyed blue. The frozen histopathology was done during the operation, the lymph nodes at the ipsilateral side of the neck were dissected completely, and the routine histopathology was done as the gold standard to study the predictive value of the sentinel lymph node in the metastasis of the cervical node. Of 29 patients, 28 patients' sentinel lymph nodes were detected successfully during operation. There was an average of 2.5 lymph nodes per side per patient. Most of the sentinel lymph nodes were in the level II and level III regions of the ipsilateral side of the neck, and there were bilateral sentinel nodes in patients suffered from superglottic carcinoma. Three patients' sentinel lymph nodes were found to be positive in the frozen inspection, and the routine histopathology confirmed the result. The micrometastasis rate was 10.7% (3/28). There were no metastatic lymph nodes found in patients who were negative for the sentinel lymph nodes during the operative frozen histopathology. The predicted value of the sentinel lymph nodes to the cervical lymph node metastasis was 100 per cent. There is a very important predicted value of sentinel lymph nodes in the cervical metastasis of patients suffered from laryngeal and hypopharyngeal carcinomas. It could reduce the neck dissection in patients with laryngeal and hypopharyngeal carcinomas.